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tion. Both were now for the practical purposes of politics consti-
tutional parties who stood for two tendencies, two opinions of
the way in which the constitution should be amended and the
road in which political development should go. The Socialists
had been one of the creators of the democratic republic; the
Nationalists had now accepted it, and so the way was open for
the formation of a coalition of which the Nationalist tendency
would be the basis and for a coalition of which the Socialist
tendency would be the basis, especially when Nationalism had
ceased to stand for monarchism and Socialism had ceased to
stand for Marxism. There appeared no necessity then, for a
great centre party which would force both Nationalism and
Socialism out to the wings, nor was there much chance of creating
one or even of creating a centre coalition with any life in it. In the
first place the existence of a vertical confessional party,* while
it made a cleavage in all classes, aifected in the main the middle
class. In the second place, as a result of social evolution the
middle class had lost homogeneity; what looked like homogeneity,
e.g. in England in 1931, in Germany in 1933, was merely temporary
coalescence of elements that felt themselves threatened. In 1927
there was no need for such coalescence, and the middle class
was as everywhere splitting into sectional interest parties, which
nothing but a threat to middle-class existence could cause to
come together again.

There was, therefore, in the existence of the middle-class
parties nothing to embarrass the two great coalitions except the
existence of a confessional party, and that was not inevitably an
embarrassment. The interest parties would of themselves tend
to fall into one or other coalition, and the confessional party, being
an interest party, would tend to do the same. Under such a system
of alternative coalitions there would be an impulse to leadership,
for the leader would not only be able to get something done,
but he would have to get something done. The task of leadership
would be to create a power of coalescence by supplying a reason
for coalescence in the shape of a definite legislative programme,
and so to give the coalition a reason for existence of its own.

* vide, p. 75.